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annual Holiday of
Hope publication.

Each year, Hope House is honored to share
reflections from our staff shaped by the
resilience of individuals and families who
are determined to rise above homelessness,
poverty, and hardship. Their journeys
toward self-sufficiency are made possible
not only by our dedicated team, but by
compassionate people, like you, who believe
in the strength of new beginnings.

As the holidays draw near, I find myself
reflecting on the quiet miracles that
happen every day. Not just beneath
twinkling lights or around festive tables,
but in the halls of our Transitional Shelter
and in the homes of those we serve. Every
December, we celebrate the season of hope,
but here at Hope House, that spirit lives
year-round.

What began as a modest nine-bedroom
shelter for women and children has grown
into five housing programs, providing over
28,000 nights of service annually. This

growth is a testament to what hope can

build.

Hope is not found in gifts or decorations;
it’s found in humanity. It is the belief
that change is possible. It’s the comfort of
knowing were not alone, and the strength
we draw from community. It is showing up
for one another.

That’s what we do at Hope House. Whether
it’s helping a family secure stable housing,
guiding someone through uncertainty,
or simply offering a listening ear, our
work is rooted in the same values that make
this season so meaningful.

As we head into our 36th year, I am filled
with gratitude for the lives we've touched,
for the colleagues who give their all, and
for the volunteers and donors who make
our mission possible. Your generosity is the
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thread that weaves hope into every story
we're privileged to witness. Last year alone,
our programs helped 360 community
members transition from homelessness to
stability. Each number represents a life
changed, a future reclaimed.

I think of the mother who arrived, unsure
of what tomorrow would bring. With the
support of our team and the kindness of
strangers, she found not just shelter, but a
renewed sense of purpose. Today, she’s
thriving and so are her children.
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I think of the man who came to us,
burdened by fear and uncertainty. He didn’t
need much, just a lictle help to get back on
his feet. Months later, he sent us a note: You
didn’t just help me pay rent. You helped
me find my way forward.

These stories are reminders that compassion
and resilience walk hand in hand. That
hope, when paired with hard work and
community support, opens doors to brighter
futures.

To our volunteers: thank you for showing
up with open hearts and willing hands.

landlords

partners: thank you for demonstrating

To our and community
that hope thrives when a community comes

together.

To our donors: thank you for believing in
our mission and investing in hope.

You are part of every success, every smile,
every step forward.

As we look ahead, I invite you to continue
walking with us. Your support is more
than a gift; it is a lifeline.

May this season bring you peace, joy, and
the deep satisfaction of knowing you’ve

made a difference.

With warmest wishes and heartfelt thanks.

by Sue Lehman. CEO

give hope now at FindlayHopeHouse.org/Donate
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THE TIME IS RIGHT

his year has shown me that everything really does come
together the way it’s meant to. Even though I haven’t been
at Hope House for a full year, I've already seen so many
moments that feel like fate — the right people crossing
paths at just the right time, creating something special. I've learned
that everything has a purpose long before we even realize it, and that
things often start falling into place before we can see the bigger picture.

As we head into the holiday season, 'm constantly reminded of the
warmth and generosity that surrounds this place. Our community
continues to think of us all year long, and their kindness shines even
brighter during this season of giving. Whether it’s a shared meal, a
donation, or a kind word, it all helps our residents feel seen, valued, and
loved. I've watched staff and residents come together for meals, classes,
and small everyday moments that turn into opportunities to nurture
and lift each other up. We are truly blessed to be surrounded by such
a caring community that helps keep the warmth and love flowing
within these walls.

One of the most meaningful parts of my role is helping residents feel at
homeagain. 've seen women arrive reserved and unsure, and then slowly
open up, showing more of who they are. They realize Hope House is
more than a shelter. It’s a home. Through laughter, encouragement,
and shared moments, they rediscover parts of themselves that may
have been lost along the way. Watching the residents embracing and
supporting one another is one of the most beautiful things to witness.

Every day, I get the privilege of cheering on accomplishments big
and small, offering support when it’s needed most, and reminding the
women here that they are part of a family, one that genuinely believes in
them. The holidays have a unique way of bringing that message to life
and showing us what hope really looks like: community, compassion,
and connection. To me, A Time for Hope is what I see happening at
Hope House every single day.

by Lexi Goedde. Shelter Facility & Volunteer Coordinator
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Blessings to AU for a
Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

: The companies of
Tall Timbers Industrial Park -
- proudly support Hope House.

TALLTIMBERS

INDUSTRIAL PARK
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Transitional Shelter Fair Housing Advocacy
Permanent Supportive Housing Housing Resource Navigator

Rapid Rehousing Professional Case Management
Homelessness Prevention
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CHANGE YOUR LIFE. VOLUNTEER.

Contact info@findlayhopehouse.org for more information.

THANKS TO OUR
SHELTER OFFICE
VOLUNTEERS

Wendy Garmatter
Paul Harry
Claire Herrnstein
Sunni Hubbell
Lok Lewyanvoon
Britnie Loch
Darin Madsen
Suzi Recker
Michelle Risner
Donna Tatman
Lynn VanDerVeer
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had a wonderful, elderly teacher in high school who used to say

to the class when students were not paying attention to her, “I

know you’re hearing me, but are you listening?” It was 1979

when there really was not much awareness
of the value of human connection. My thought
then was that it was such a curious question and
what a perceptive person she must be. I had not
yet learned about “active” listening, but it was
one of those moments in life that I have never
forgotten. It is something I have thought of a
million times since.

At the time, [ had no idea that most of my adult
life would be spent in Social Services, but as it
turns out, that one question asked by my teacher
so many years ago has served me well in my
various professional roles.

Later, | became aware of the importance of
making eye contact with those who I am
speaking to. I learned how important it is when
interacting with a child to be at their eye level to ensure that they know
that I am listening, I am present, we are connected, and the words
they are using to express their thoughts and feelings are valued.

In the past, I have held positions for which spending too much time
in conversation with clients was not well- received. That is not the case
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Thank you, Hope House, for measurably
improving people’s lives in Hancock County!

in my current role, nor consequently, in life. At Hope House for the
Homeless, listening is valued and celebrated. It is the first step in
fulfilling our mission.

When people come to Hope House, they are
welcomed with kindness and absolutely no
judgement no matter what they happen to be
going through. It may take a few extra minutes,
but listening with empathy allows us to connect.
It helps us identify their needs and how they align
with our purpose. It shows that our hearts and
minds are open. Giving voice to their stories
shows that we feel compassion for their struggle.
Sometimes, just listening allows them to exhale
and to feel that someone truly cares.

There have been many times through the years
when all I could offer was my presence, which
often weighs heavily on me, but the countless
occasions when someone has thanked me for just
listening have been such a gift. That gratitude is a

kind of grace that heals my heart and motivates me to listen to the next
person. And each time I am taken back to 1979, I say a quiet thank
you to my former teacher.

by Laurie Casati. Housing Resource Navigator

We hope the holiday season fills

your home with joy, your heart with

love, and your life with laughter.
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1010 Bible Church
3 Oaks/Anchored Sports
AAA Travel
Addaptco
Benten Adkins
Ralph & Nadine Aller
Jashua Altig
Amazon Fulfillment Center
American Heritage Girls
American Plastics
American Red Cross of
Northwestern Ohio
Arcadia UM Church Sewing Circle
Arcadia UM Women
Arcadia United Methodist Church
Axe Ventura
Charles & Leann Baker
Ball Corporation
Sue Becker
Lisa Beisner
Biggby Coffee
Barb Bish
Daphne Bishop
Duncan Black
Leah Brant
Bonnie Braun
Stephanie Brimley
Peter & Carrie Brodman
Karli Brown
Burlwick & Company
Joe & Michelle Carnes
Casey's
Cato Fashions
Cedar Creek Church
Chalky's
Aisling Chen
Citizens National Bank
City Barbeque
Cleveland Browns
Clothe-A-Child
Coffee wiJesus Homeless
Outreach
Connect Now
Joe & Amanda Cooper
CosmoProf
Amber Couchot
Chris & Hillary Coughlin
Country Gals Quilt Club
Countryside Bible Church
Gail Cronin
Debbie Crow

Donna Daria
Alicia Darr
Camille De Santiago
Dotty DeWulf
Alicia Dickens

Dietsch Brothers
Jennifer Dietrich
DNC Hydraulics
Aaron & Danielle Doty
Marie Dunphy
East of Chicago Pizza
Edward Jones Financial - Dylan
Pritchett
Chelsea Edwards
Elida Candle Company
Dave & Karen Eubanks

Barb Faber

James & Jessica Faisant
False Chord Brewing
Family Farm & Home

Fifth Third Bank
Findlay Brewing Company
Findlay Flag City Morning Rotary
Findlay Fresh Start
Findlay Hearing Center
Findlay Noon Rotary
Mike & Teresa Fink
Ed & Tracie Finsel
First National Bank
Fort Findlay Coffee & Donut
Shoppe
Chris & Lori Fournier
Machelle & Rich Fowler
Liz Funke
Garden Central
Garner Trucking
Mark & Lindy Gase
Jim Gault
Gem's Fairy Cakes
Michele George
David & Karen Gerardi
Austin & Rachel Gerber
Gillig Winery
Gina Lynne
Gobrogge
Grace United Methodist Church
Richard & Jean Gralak
Susan Gray
Great Lakes Toyota Subaru
Great Scot
Matt & Katie Griffin
Grob Systems
Deanna Guillen

Mary Beth Hammond
Hancock Hotel
Hand + Home Co
Joe & Cathy Hanson
Hardy Hartzell
HATS
Heavenly Pizza
Eric & Rachael Helms
Hempy Water
Brad & Amy Hertel

Hillcrest Golf Club
Hilton Garden Inn
Ann-Marie Hodes
Hope House Board
Hope House Staff
Doug & Cheryl Huffman
Mackenzie Hug
Amanda Hughes
Cathie Hulbert
Imagination Station
Inspiring Art
Jack's Lawnmower
Johnson Plastics Plus
Journey Salon & Day Spa
Alexis Julien
Laura Julien
Jumpin Puppy
Kalmbach Feeds
John & Mary Kay Kasiborski
Judy Keiser
Brandon Kelly
Stacey Keysor
Brandon & Cathi Kisseberth
Kiwanis Club of Findlay
Mrs. Klotz
Michael & Kristina Knoll
Dale Koenig
Rodney & Kate Kramp
Pat & Courtney Lane
Amber Lange
LaRiche Chevy Cadillac
Legacy Lawn & Pet
Scott & Sue Lehman
Liberty Benton Elementary School
Students
Lifewise Academy
Brian & Britnie Loch
Joe & Toni Loy Rowmark, LLC
Ludwig Family Royale Coffee Company
Marathon Center for the Performing  Salem New Beginnings Church
Arts Nichole Schade
Marathon Petroleum Corporation Jeff & Pam Schimmoeller
Jeff & Heidi Marchal Seaside Topsail Photography
Bill & Susan Martin Serenity Cleaning
Chad & Alisa Marzec Linda Shaheen
Massage Professionals of Ohio Shoe Sensation
Charlie & Jenny Matthes Flip Shrader
Elizabeth McDougle Nancy Sink
Vicky Mellinger Brian & Telia Smith
Michael Eller Diamonds Kim Smith
Deborah Miller Ruth Smith
Mike & Jan Miller St. Mark's United Methodist Church
Millstream Café St. Michael the Archangel Parish
Millstream Career Center Jennifer Stamper
Millstream Construction Students State Bank
Moore's BBQ Jennifer & Kathy Stef
Cindy Moorhead LaToya Stephenson-Ra
John & Jeanine Moran Dallas & Cheryl Ster

Jeanne Moran
Dave & Sheri Murphy
Melinda Murphy
Kathy Myers
Nana Times Nine
National Lime & Stone
National Youth Advocate Program
Barry & Lynda Niswander
Not An Ordinary Place
Tina O'Dell
Ohio Automotive
Ohio Logistics
Ohio Star Quilters
Olive Garden
P & A Industries
Painter's Pottery
Pampered Chef
Panera Bread
Papillon Boutique
Tera Parsell
Zoe Perkins
Ginny Lee Pilstl
Pizzuti Cleaning and Restoration
Laurie Poland
JJ & Alissa Preston
Pride Transportation
Terry & Kristin Rager
Christine Reichley
Reineke Family of Dealerships
Revive Salon & Day Spa
Jay & Luann Rieman
River and Road Lifestyle
Belinda Roberts
Christina Rodriguez
RooBarb Studios
Ashley Rooney
Rossilli's

Stitch'n Time Quilt Club
Jane Stout
Joe & Lissa Streacker
Lori Streacker
Phil Sugden
Sycamore Springs Golf Course
Tabler Insurance
Tangles Hair Salon
Donna Tatman
Sharon Ternullo
Texas Roadhouse
The Baking Company
The Bistro
The Bourbon Affair
The Granary
The Hysteria Company
The Union Bank
Three Step Acres Farmstead
Toledo Zoo & Aquarium
Matt & Julie Traver
Charis (Reagan) Trehas
Trends on Main

Trinity Lutheran Church - Jenera
Trinity Lutheran Church of Arcadia

Kerry Trombley
University of Findlay

University of Findlay - College of

Health Profession

University Of Findlay - PA Program
University of Findlay Athletic Dept

Urban Market
UsSMC
Andrew Van Wagner
Natalie Vasu
Sarah Volpp
Mary Ward
Warm Cap Project
Crystal Warnimont
Waterford Bank
Nancy-Bill Weist Family
Jim & Carol Wells
Sherri & John Wells
Whirlpool Corporation
Brian & Katie Whitta
Barbara Wilson
Joyce Wilson
Womens Resource Center
Drew & Olivia Wortman
Yeager's Modern Man
Jenn Yingling
Z-Club of Liberty Benton
Jim & Kari Zellner
Sarah Zerr
Zonta Club of Findlay
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Dr. Andy Hatton Katie Abbott

Meg Simon Kim Missler

David Coolidge Matt Harp

Tony Nugeness Kelly Wohlgamuth
Lyndsey Stephenson Angela Geiser

Pam Hamlin




a time for

HEALING

by Amy Wilson. Shelter Life Skills Coach

very day at the Transitional Shelter, I see the difference time
can make for the residents we serve. Coming from a place
of trauma, weeks, days, hours, and minutes can fade into a
never-ending void of hopelessness and frustration. Normal
everyday activities can be fraught with drama and despair. Women
come to us looking for help. Guidance. Relief from the situations
that brought them here. And taking that first step is not easy. Our
shelter houses nine diverse families. Some with children. Some whose
children have grown and are out on their own. Some are early risers.
Some like to sleep in because they work later in the day. Some can
barely voice what led them here. Some cannot stop sharing their grief.

I see them as they arrive. And over time, [ see them as they grow in
their knowledge of the world around them. They grow in confidence
and the ability to deal with the past and step toward a brighter future.
I am so thankful to be a part of that journey. To listen. To learn. To
help give them the tools to heal. To celebrate their victories and
show compassion in their disappointments. I am blessed to be in
this time and place. And I look forward to another year of sharing
time with those who take that first step toward the future.

101 West Sandusky St
Suite 202
Findlay, OH

WEALTH STRATEOIE!\?!Q

419-776-7998 |

dromick@moneyconcepts.com |
www.RomickWealth.com

Brandon, C;fhi eytorvlh iberth

The Pesfect, Gift
For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior,

who is Chist the Lord.
LUKE 2:11
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$100,000 AND OVER

Hancock County Commissioners
US Department of Housing & Urban

Development

Ohio Department of Development
United Way of Hancock County

FREEDOM
$40,000 AND OVER
CPPS Heritage Mission Fund
Fidelity Charitable
Gary & Jane Heminger

TRANSFORMATION

$20,000 AND OVER
Associated Charities

John Henry Eldred Jr Foundation

Key Bank Foundation
Don & Carrie Templin

STABILITY
$10,000 AND OVER

Findlay-Hancock County Community Foundation

Findlay Rotary Foundation
Hancock Federal Credit Union

Marathon Petroleum Corporation
Marathon Petroleum Matching Gift & VIP

James & Kathleen Miller
Ohio Logistics
Joe & Lissa Streacker
Voya

INDEPENDENCE
OVER $5,000
Bank of America
Dave & Karen Eubanks
Cynthia Faber
Findlay Service League
Haushalter Family Foundation
Holiday Inn Express
Doug & Cheryl Huffman
Dr. Chris & Ashley Jacobus
Jacobus Family Foundation
Loan Depot
Mariann Dana Younger Fund
Don McCord & Merrie Williams
Moose Lodge #698
Garry & Kathleen Peiffer
John & Jenny Pilarowski
Sam & Becky Radel

Sam & Marilyn Radel Foundation
St. Michael The Archangel Parish

Bev Yammine

ANNUAL FUND DONORS

11/1/2024-10/31/2025
FOUNDERS CIRCLE

BRIDGE
UP TO $5,000
American Legion - R D Cole Unit #3
Ball Metal Corporation
Blanchard Valley Health System
Leo & Becky Bonaparte
Anne Brehm
Richard Carter Jr.
Danberry Realtors
Edwin Davis
Joe & Tracey Ernst
Fifth Third Bank
First Presbyterian Church
Great Lakes Toyota Subaru
Joanne Grubb
Tim & Pam Hamlin
Lionel Higley
Ryan & Katie Hite
Kathy Hull
Larry Kelly
Brandon Kelly
William Kirkwood
Mike & Cathy Kis
Justin & Melissa Kis
Ryan & Candice Korkos
Bill Kose
Chuck & Rita Kreinbihl
David & Gwen Kuenzli
Leah H & Thomas C Buchanan Fund
Brian & Britnie Loch
Warren & Karen Long
Julie Maddox
Michael Malone
Marathon Petroleum Pride Employee Network
Marguerite Armstrong Trust
Mark & Bonnie Olson
P & A Industries
Jason Pontious
BJ Preston
John Quaid
Tarrance & Rickie Reed
Reineke Family Dealerships
Reg & Barb Routson
Char Simons
Jeff & Nancy Sink
Josh & Elizabeth Slough
St. Andrew's United Methodist Church
State Farm Companies Foundation
State Farm-Dan Maciejewski
Gary & Brenda Steed
Toyota Dealer Match Program
Trust Company Family Offices
WesBanco
West Independence UM Church
Eugene & Marjorie White
John & Patty Whitson
Dick & Karen Zunkiewicz

TURNING POINT
UP TO $1,000
American Family Insurance
Jodi & Jamie Bollenbacher
Jeff Brust
Chelsea Campbell
Citizens National Bank
Maggie Collins
Bill & Alice Conlisk
Dan & Linda DeArment
Dotty Dewulf
Missi Edwards
First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Rich & Machelle Fowler
Andrew & Cassaundra Giles
Angela Gray
Chris & Mary Beth Hammond
Michael & Jill Harmon
John & Pam Harrington
Levi & Tayler Heldman
Tim & Jackie Hitchings
Andrea & Katie Jennex
Aaron & Ashlee Johnson
Brandon & Cathi Kisseberth
Myron & Lisa Lewis
Lima St Church of God
Amanda Maag
Dan & Michelle Maciejewski
Dave & Sherri Mallett
Marathon Center for the Performing Arts
McComb First Presbyterian Church
Keith Mohr
David & Sheri Murphy
Tyler & Christina Muryn
Oakdale Church
Jennifer Olson
Jane Orwick
Carmela Osborne
Miguel & Rebecca Padron
Pandora Grain & Supply Inc
James & Beth Reed
Deborah Rae Rider
Romick Wealth Strategies
Rowmark
Pat & Brigette Sadowski
Dona Shakley
Greg & Shawn Spiess
Drew & Chelsea Steinman
Alex & Jaimee Streacker
The Andersons Charitable Organization
Wade Verhoff
Jody Vermilya
Martin Windstein
Paul & Patty Worstell

OPPORTUNITY
UP TO $500
Dale & Susan Anderbery
Arlington United Methodist Church
Chris & Elaine Bauer

Neal & Suzzette Boyd
Bright Funds
Michael & Jackie Brough
Darla & Bob Burns
Shawn & Jennifer Carpenter
Coldren Crates Funeral Home
Johnny & Carla Dee
Findlay City School Administrators
Five Star Maintenance & Construction
Paul Fultz
Tracey Funk
David & Carrie Glass
John & Stacey Gonda
Megan Hall
Hancock County Educational Service Center
Hancock Hotel
Denise Heilman
Heitmeyer Concrete
Cliff & Diane Hite
Nicole Holliday
Walt & Jane Homan
Ellen Kelly
Patricia Koehler
Kroger Corporation
Aaron & Audrey Kruse
Greg & Jessica Liedtke
Joe & Toni Loy
Patrick & Jessica Manders
Mid-American Title Agency
Millstream Area Credit Union
Nathalie Osmun
George & Brenda Palovcik
Pandora United Methodist Church
Tasha Dimling & Scott Paul
Milton & Carol Peters
David & Barbara Picker
Laurie Poland
Premier Bank
Samantha Radel
David Rapien
Karen Reams
Alexandria & Hunter Rudolph
Jonathon & Jessica Rumschlag
Sisters of St. Francis
James Smith & Abbi Soliday
Tom & Cindy Strigle
Tall Timbers
United Way of Great Cincinnati
United Way of Greater Toledo
Valgroup LLC
Van Buren United Methodist Church
Robert & Ruth Wernert
Cameron & Sue Williams
Ron & Linda Wolery
Matt Wood

HOPE
UP TO $250
Robert & Nancy Abbey
Tammi Addington
ADP
Laura Allen
Paulette Lea Allshouse
American Legion Auxiliary
American Postal Workers Union
Jake & Lisa Amstutz
Greg, Deb, Marley & Parker Arenstein
Gene & Sue Arnold
Caitlyn B
Becky Babcock
Mandy Bailey
Darrell & Amy Baird
Erik & Julia Baker
Heidi Banks
Marty & Roger Barton
Kristen Bash
David & Susan Basore
Allysha Beck
Marlene Beckett
Craig & Caryn Beckett
Jack & Jane Bender
Jake & Carla Benjamin




Vicky & Mac Benton
Anne Bernot
Susan Best
Bob & Laurie Beutler
Biggby Coffee
Daphne Bishop

Randy & Michelle Bishop

Karen Bjorksten
DeLainie Bland
Jennifer Blevins
Boes Goshe, Inc.
Terri Bogar
Rob Bolenbaugh
Sebastion Borer
Ben & Kathy Borsay
Brooks & Ann Bosse
Tom & Joyce Bosse
Tom & Sara Bova

Christian & Abby Brenner

Kimberly Brickner
Rachel Briggs
Kaleb Brown
Rose Brown
Eric & Maggie Brown

Rick Budde & Danie Budde

Scott Buell
Randall & Ava Bunn
Jon & Carolyn Bush

Robert Campbell
Nondace Campbell
Anthony Cancellare

Cascades Family Dental
James & Laura Cash
Paul & Kay Chester
Jeanie Cindric
City Barbeque
Clean Serve
Heather Clow

Coffee With Jesus Homeless Outreach

Anne Cole
Todd Collins
Courtney Combs
Justin & Shannan Connelly
Alvaleen Conner
Russell Cooper
Frank & Kim Cosiano
Cousino Restoration
Christine Cramer
Mary Cramer
Emily Cramer
Kathleen Crates
Anna & Tim Creech
Jason & Missy Cromley
Robert Cupples
Rob & Maura Dashewich
Mary Debolt
Richard Deerhake
Les & Cathy DeGennaro
Joe Devany
Dick's Auto Salvage
Dietsch Brothers
David & Jennifer Dillon
Richard & Mary Ellen Downing
Liz Drennan
Tim Durbin
Crystal Dye
John & Cindy Edelbrock

Edward Jones Financial - Dylan Pritchett

Laura Eier
Sandy Elliott
Alaine Emens
Lisa Emerson
Barbara Emmons
Cheryl Everett
Barb Faber
Jackie Faeth
Pat & Lori Faeth
Sharon Fegette
Findlay Chapter #23 O.E.S.
Findlay Warehousing
Beverly Fisher
Matt Fix
Flag City Yard Cards

Fran & Deb Fournier
Randy & Jennifer Galbraith
Kathryn Garlock
Elyse Gehret
Angela Geiser
Robin George
David & Karen Gerardi
Karen Gerken
Andy Campbell & April Gladieux-Campbell
Matt & Lexi Goedde
Ruth Goeller
Jennifer Gordon
Patricia Gory
Roger & Jane Gossman
Dee Granger
David Grimes
Andrew Grove
Tricia Gwinn
Debra Haas
Blake & Katy Hamlin
Randy & Alice Hamlin
Sharon Hammer Baker
Bobbie Hannigan
Abby Hartman
Hardy Hartzell
Al & Sally Hartzell
A.L. Haubner
Phyllis Hays
David & Suzi Healy
Edward & Denise Heffner
Dennis & Su Hellmann
Eileen & Pam Hermon
Leland Herning
HHWP/CAC
Elizabeth Hipp
Kyle & Lyndsay Hite
Greg Hohman
Home Depot PAC
Stephen Horvath
Houcktown United Methodist
Howard UMC Women
Howard United Methodist Church
Craig Hoyng
Danielle Hughes
Denny & Connie Huston
Nancy Hutchinson
Jerry & Bonnie Ice
Steve & Kathy Iliff
Bob & Jayne Inbody
Integrity Salon Spa & Organics
Karen J
Linda Janes
Brittany Judy
Gary & Nancy Junker
Warren Kahn
Gary & Mary Ann Kasselder
C. M. & Troy Kear
Brian Kempt
Jeff & Annette Kendall
Dan & Kathy Kennard
Jill Kinnison
Meghan Kis
Kiwanis Club of Findlay, Inc
Kyle & Erin Kramer
Peggie Kreinbrink
Craig Kutchbach
L & K Mow & Snow
Eason & Michelle Ladd
Mike & Monica Lammers
Mike & Christie Lammers
Stephanie (Braden) Lamp
Jocko & Alanna Langlois
Melissa LaRocco
Daniel & Dorothy LaRocco
Joey & Abby LaRocco-Quinn
Kyle & Victoria Lauck
Starr Laytart
LCBA #1155
Jordan & Emily Lehman
Scott & Sue Lehman
Jeffrey Lenhart
Bradley Leonard
Mary & Art Lerma

Liberty Benton Soccer Team
Sandra J. Ludwig
Darin Madsen
Lou Ann Madsen
Cheryl Buckland & Larry Manley
Marathon Audit Assurance & Advisory Svcs
Todd & Deborah Martin
Paula Massillo
DERAET R EGENY
James & Laura Mather
Kris & Teri Matre
Charlie & Jenny Matthes
Richard Mattingly
Julie McCormick
Wendy McCormick
Garrett McQueen
D.M. & W.M. McVicker
Laura Mercer
Russell & Lisa Meyer
John & Carol Middleton
Donald & Judy Mieure
Sharon Mihaly
Brandon Miller
Leonard & Joan Miller
Mike & Jan Miller
Jan & Kathy Miller
Lorraine Miller
Miller's Root Beer & BBQ Stand
Sharon Milligan
John & Elicia Mitchell
Lois Monday
Carol Monday
Jesse Moor
Glenn Moore
Nick & Peggy Moore
Robert & Phyllis Morelan
Eric & Nicole Morris
David & Deborah Moyer
Mt. Blanchard United Methodist Church
Nana Times Nine
Dionne Neubauer
Michael Newcomer
Ronald & Doris Niekamp
Joe & Beth Niemeyer
Jane Nihiser
Marcia Noe
Marilyn Nonnamaker
Wynter Nye
Ohio Senior Insurance LLC
Bernard Olesky
DEWENOENE
Lauren Packey
Megan Parsson
Stephanie Partee
PB Card Club
Ginny Lee Pilstl
Poinsettia Club
Brenda Poling
Valerie Post
Lawrence & Mary Post
Colin & Deborah Pregibon
Vern & Debbie Preston
Tony & Marty Price
David & Wendy Pueschel
Brandon Radabaugh
Diane Ragless
Raise the Bar Hancock County
Patrick & Jacqueline Ramsey
Coley Rau
Brad & Kay Redman
Erick & Kimberly Reese
Jerry & Janet Reichert
Christine Reichley
Patricia Ricketts
Michael & Jill Ring
Andrew Ritz
Erin Rodabaugh Gallegos
Deborah Rollins
Dan Romick
Eric Rothlisberger
Eileen Rucki
Mike & Priscilla Runion
Steve & Jan Runion

Samantha Runion
Amber Russell
Joel & Ashley Ryder
Dave & Connie Salucci
Frances Schaefer
Connie Schaller
Amy Schnipke
Alyson Schoenfeldt
Carmella Schroeder
Jeff Schroeder
Ginny Schroeder
Adam Schwab
Dan & Janet Schwartz
David & Jill Seitz
Ned & Patricia Seppi
James Shaffer
Tom & Stacy Shaw
Brandi Sheffield
Amanda Shinkle
Laura Shuler
Steve & Janet Shuler
Char Simons
Nicole Smith
Kathleen Smoktonowicz
Scott Snapp
David & Linda Spahr
Susan Spieker
Jerry & Diana Sprouse
St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe Fraternity
Bill & Becky Stahl
Stall & Company CPA's, Inc.
Jeremy & Jen Stumpp
Sarah Sucheck
Annette Sweat
Keith & Karen Talbert
Jon & Karen Taschler
Linn & Phyllis Tate
Josh & Amber Teegartin
Kristan Tey
The Columbus Foundation
The Union Bank
Graham & Denise Thomas
Tanya Thomas
Steven Thomas
Thomas Thompson
Christy Threet
Tiny Teeth of Dublin
Andrew Tipton
William Trame
Trinity Lutheran Church - Findlay
Jodi Turnwald
Ali Ulrich
Nick & Charla Ulrich
Scott & Sherry Unverferth
Kathie VanNess
Villas at Burberry
Nancy Virkler
Deloros von Stein
Cathy Wagner
Rod & Candy Walton
Tracy Warneke
Kent & Marna Weaver
Chris Webb
Steve & Martha Weihrauch
Nadine Weininger
Stephanie & Mike Weissling
Jim & Carol Wells
Shannon Wells
Sharon Wexler
Brian Whitener
Charlene & Myrl Wilkins
Angela Willander
James & Diane Williamson
Nancy & Jack Winters
David & Christine Woodward
Julie Yeater
Jan Yingling
Linda Yunker
Landry & Erin Zehender
Mark & Beth Zeto
Alec Zoeller
Diana Zoll
Alexis Zovko




This year, Hope House has been celebrating 35 years
of supporting the community and doing what we can to
alleviate homelessness in Hancock County. While I've
only been here for just over four years, as a case manager
at the Transitional Shelter I've had the privilege of walking
alongside single women and women with children who
come to our shelter knowing that we are going to do our best
to help them achieve their housing goals. I love being able to
be a safe place for women to share their hopes, dreams,
and expectations. It is a blessing to be in a position where I
can assist them with turning their goals and action plans
into reality.

The holiday season is fast approaching and as we all know,
these are trying times. Amongst other things, our women
face the challenge of rising rents and a shortage of affordable
housing. However, I would suggest that these trials also
present a time for hope to abound, because despite the trials,
every day I get to witness these resilient women persevere
to keep their hope going strong. They continue to hope for a
better life for themselves and their little ones. They continue
to hope for a place to call their own. They continue to hope

A Jime to Pensevene

for a safe environment to raise their children to celebrate
birthdays and holidays. It is very apparent that hope is the
driving force that helps them keep moving forward!

As we prepare for the upcoming holiday season with our
individual families, our families at the shelter, and our
community, it truly feels like now is the time for all of us
to recharge and renew our hope. I look forward to seeing
everyone at the shelter come together as a big family to get
the decorations up, offering their input on what the holiday
meals should be, deciding what gifts they would like to
receive, and sharing their reflections of the past year plus
their hope for what the new year will bring.

It is my hope that the women and children who come
through our doors on their journey to independence will
always hold onto hope no matter what season of life they
are experiencing. I am very thankful and grateful for
being a part of such a great organization that works hard
to live up to its name!

by \icole Smith
Transitional Shelter Case Manager

DPY *
I-IOLIDAYS

Wlshmg you peace this hollday season,
and hope for a bright new year

gvolgroup
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From Scott Shapp and
the loanDepot Team!

1100 Tiffin AvesFindlay, OH 45840 | 2895 Harding HWY., Suite D, Lima, OH

45804 | Scott Snapp, Branch Manager, NMLS #408700 | loanDepot.com, LLC

NMLS ID 174451. Residential Mortgage Lending Certificate of Registration No.
RM.804269.000. (100923 122468-9958a)




This year marks my tenth anniversary with Hope House, and
I've been thinking a lot about what that time means. The passage of
time changes us and teaches us lessons by which we can evolve and
grow. Each year in August, my social media timeline reminds me
of the excited post I made announcing that I
had taken a new position with Hope House.
After following the organization on social
media for some time, I felt certain that I

7/

could use my skills in social work to help
others. I vividly recall the intuitive feeling
that this role was perfectly timed, and I was
meant to join the Hope House staff.

Over the years, I've encountered many
clients whose courage has left a lasting
imprint. There is one woman in particular
who stands out. She was an older woman,
retired and living on a fixed income. She had
fallen on hard times and lost her apartment.
She worked hard all her life, cared for others, and always managed
to make do. She often reflected that she never thought she would
be the one in need of help. She was used to being the one that

helped others.

Initially she was quiet, unsure of how to start over at her age. But over

time, she began to support others by acting as a maternal figure

to younger residents. She provided wisdom and encouragement

to those that were struggling. With time and support, she was
able to secure a new apartment and started
volunteering. Her presence left a lasting
impact on those that had the privilege of
getting to know her.

This woman, along with countless others,
often float into my mind. ’'m reminded that
hope doesn’t follow a schedule. It shows up in
its own time. This holiday season, as I look
back on ten years with Hope House, I am
grateful for all the people that have let me be
part of their journey over the past ten years.

by Rebecca Padron.
Homeless Services Program Supervisor




HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM ALL OF US

AT MCPA!
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Findlay » Hancock County

The Community
Foundation

Bridging Resources. Granting Opportunity.

The Community Foundation
is proud to support Findlay
Hope House and its mission
to provide housing solutions,
support, and education.

ARATHON CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

Wishing you and yours

peace, joyand health

this holiday season.

- LOGISTICS

Woarehousing & Transportation

“THE SMART MOVE.”

C\s Blanchard Valley
(419)425-4906

HEALTH SYSTEM
- - www.OhioLogistics.com
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s R ® - ~ 025 has been one of the toughest years of my life. My mother
— | — i g e e passed away unexpectedly in May. She was truly my favorite

== —— : person. We talked all the time and spoke about my job frequently.

She believed in the mission of Hope House just as much as I
do, and she would often gather donations from the wish list. One of
my last conversations with her was on my way home from work after
helping a father and his child get an apartment. They had been living
in their car for about six months. She was so relieved for this family
that she had never met. She didn’t know how they had gotten to a place
of homelessness; she was just excited for them to be housed once again.
But that’s who she was. And that is what we strive to do at Hope House.
We help people in need.

And this includes one another. I don’t think I can put into words how
incredible the staff at Hope House is. Coming together to help each other
at our lowest moments, celebrating together at our heights, and just being
there for each other during the in-betweens. When I started at Hope
House, I was unsure what I was walking into or how long I would like
to remain at this job. But as I sit here today, having been here over two
years, I can say that this job has changed my life. I am thankful to be
here, for the staff that I get to work with and the people I get to serve.

Happy Holidays, everyone!

by James Smith
Rapid Rehousing/Homelessness
Prevention Case Manager
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REFLECT

ver the years, we have seen the full spectrum

of housing experiences, including moments

of hardship, resilience, and hope. There

have been many firsts within the walls of
our transitional shelter as we watched women become
mothers, babies take their first steps, teenagers
transition into adults, and adults step into their first
apartments, marking the beginning of their journey
into independent living. We have also walked alongside
clients in the Able Housing program through moments
of challenge and triumph as they learn to navigate
disabilities within their households and lean into their
strengths and skillsets. And, we have witnessed those
taking part in the Rapid Rehousing and Homelessness
Prevention programs gather information to make
the right next decisions in their journey to regain
independence and stability.

‘We have listened as mamas read stories to toddlers nestled
in their laps, finally safe and warm from the snow and
cold they once trudged through in search of a place to
rest. We have stood side by side with a widower as he
lost the woman he loved, because he had no family to
support him through the grief. We have empowered a
single father with resources to help guide his teenage
daughter in choosing a college, taking meaningful steps
toward breaking the cycle of generational poverty.

While these things might not fit the traditional image
of “housing,” just think about all the everyday moments
that take place in your home. I invite you to reflect on
the comfort and safety you feel while wrapped in a
blanket on your couch, surrounded by the warmth of
your living room. Think of the confidence that grows
from the meaningful conversations shared around
your dining room table. Think back to the support you
felt when wrapped in the arms of someone you love,
standing together in the middle of your kitchen floor.

ot == e e i “
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by Starr Laytart. Assistant Director

As our case managers and program participants work
tirelessly together to regain their footing, we know
housing is about so much more than rental
applications and background checks. At Hope
House, we work in the field of people. We see
each individual not just as a client, but as a whole
person with stories, strengths, and dreams
worth honoring. We take the time to listen,
earning the privilege of trust in return. And
we walk beside people through some of their
darkest days, so we can have the honor of
watching them step forward into the light
of a brighter future.

As we think back on this year, and the
thirty-four that came before it, we are
filled with gratitude! Serving the
Hancock County community for 35
years has only been possible because of
the support received from so many of
you. We extend our most sincere
thanks to every landlord, donor,
advocate, volunteer, sponsor,
community partner, and staff
member. The success we see
in our clients reflects their
determination.  Because
of your generosity, they
have what every person
deserves - resources,
encouragement, and a
place to call home.
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his past year, our family has experienced several ups and downs.

The hardest situation we faced was when we had to put our beloved dog

to sleep. It was a time of sadness and grieving for the loss of an important

member of our family. Later, we adopted a new puppy who was scared
of everything! She didn’t know what a treat was or a loving touch. She would hide
when she could, and she wasn’t able to let go and run because of the trauma of
being left in a cage for the first three-and-a-half months of her life. We worked to
show her we believed in her and showed her what love truly feels like. Now she
is almost a year old, has expensive taste in shoes, loves cuddles, eats all the treats,
and is so happy!

The process of caring for a new puppy reminds me of my position at Hope House.
Many clients who come in have been in fight or flight mode for years. They forget
what it is to have a roof over their head, not worry about where they will sleep each
night, or know they will have food to eat tomorrow. As a Case Manager, I can walk
beside them through the process of learning to remove themselves from a life of
fight or flight. I show them I believe in them and give them the guidance they need
to find a stable place to live once again. I can link them to resources to put food on
the table. It’s something that doesn’t happen overnight. But when I see them work
hard to get back on their feet, it's amazing how their demeanor changes. It is the
most rewarding part of my job. And watching them smile again is the best part.

by Emily Cramer. Able Case Manager
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a beacon of ope
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The Radel Family
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I love this time of year when I can reflect on the past  Aswe enter our thirty-sixth year, we appreciate that Hope House has

twelve months and what I have experienced personally and  pecome more than just the name of an organization. It has become

professionally. I can begin to look forward to a bright, shiny  our culture. The culture of creating hope for the hopeless and homes

new year.

Time after time, I see people
coming to our office broken, sad,
and afraid. They are frustrated
and confused about the future.
They ring the bell. They follow a
case manager to an office. They
tell their story. They wait to
hear more bad news. And then
the unthinkable happens. They
find someone who genuinely
listens to their story. They find
compassion for their situation.

They find kindness. And they
find someone who will treat
them with dignity and respect,
regardless of their circumstances.
And, whether they become
a Hope House client or not,
they are linked to information
about resources available in our

community. They find Hope. It

may be small, but it’s a start.
y

by Laurie Poland. Development Director

for the homeless. Our professional
case managers have put in the
time and energy to really learn
and understand what our clients
are facing so they can react
with compassion, not criticism.
Guidance, not judgement. Help,

not harm.

And that extends to one another.
Comfort when a colleague suffers
a loss. Support when a coworker
receives troubling news. Help
when a teammate is recovering
from an injury and needs
assistance. Time after time, I
have seen the impact of hope.
Time after time, I am grateful
that [ am exactly where 1 want
to be. And time after time, I am
thankful for the important work
we do for those who are suffering
in our community. Because Hope

Lives Here at Hope House.

WISHING You A SWEET Houioay 4
SEASON THAT 1S FILLED witH HOPE  [ULI3RYHy

_ BROTHERS BIGGBY.
Akokodod, SEBD | ity g
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\ CREDIT«UNION

Merry Christmas

and a

/ v

]H[@l]P’]P)Y New Year
from our family to

younrs!

Wishing you peace and joy
this holiday season!

Danberry

Realtors

Where local still
means something.

With 120 years of service to prove it!

Diane Ragless Dara Moore Sandy Elliott John Eckel Justin Burris

remceree  Meet our Findlay Team!  giiney mexicott
1500 Bright Rd, Findlay | 419.424.1400

Community
means
everything.

That’s why I’'m proud to be
here to help life go right™ —
and to support Hope House.

If there’s anything you need,
call me.

o StateFarm

Maciejewski Insurance Agcy Inc
Dan Maciejewski, Agent
319 N Blanchard Street | Findlay, OH 45840 | Bus: 419-422-3914

State Farm, Bloomington, IL 1601483




Scott, Sherry, Whitney,
Zach, Mallory & Adam

WISHING YOU A/’O/OM

HOLIDAY SEASON!
: '*i -
Hitchings
info@hitchingsinsurance.com | 419-423-9145 | ":":’, 4 ¥ R "‘3

Dave, Connie & Ryan Salucci
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EDUCATIONAL

Happy Holidays

from
Justin & Melissa Kis

/ \ Stall & Company
\\\%/ CPAs, Inc.

Certified Public Accountants
337 East Lincoln Street * Findlay, OH 45840
Telephone (419) 423-3303 * Fax (419) 423-3359

May all the wonders of the Season be -
yours throughout the year.

THE STEPHANI FAMILY




HOUSING SERVICES FOR THE HOMELESS

1800 N. Blanchard St., Suite 106
Findlay, OH 45840

Your donation to Hope House,
regardless of the amount, helps
move families facing homelessness
back to a safe, stable home.

LIVES ARE

*50

helps stock a family's
fridge shelf with basic
food items.

200

helps with kitchen items such
as silverware, dishes & basic
cooking items.

Name

WHEN YOU CHOOSE HOPE HOUSE!

*150

provides new blankets, linens
and pillows for a new home.

*2,000

helps transition a family back
to safe, stable housing

$75

helps cover a month of
transportation to work, school
& appointments for a family.

*1,000

helps cover the first month'’s rent for
a family moving out of a car, tent or
other place not meant for sleeping.

Name on Card

Address

Card Type

City

Phone

Card Number

Exp. Date Code

Email

Please contact me on how | can make a

YES! | would like to give HOPE this holiday.
(1525 [J$50 [ 1100 [J5200 []Other

| would like to provide ongoing monthly

support.

[1¥25 [1*50 [*100 [IOther

planned gift to Hope House.

Please return by mail to:
1800 North Blanchard St., Suite 106
Findlay, Ohio 45840

Make check payable to Hope House or
donate now at: findlayhopehouse.org/donate
Venmo: @findlayhopehouse




